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recent Circassian exiles, who, on their first arrival,
hardly knew a morning prayer or a verse of the Kura'n,
are now in Muslim exactitude and fervour inferior to
none; and that while all the temporal advantages
offered by European protection and support, not to
mention the direct persuasion and indirect subsidy of
well-to-do missionaries, can scarcely, or indeed more
truly not at all, procure a single convert from Islam
to any form of Christianity, Greek, Armenian, Catholic,
or Protestant, on the other hand a reverse process
yearly enrolls a very sensible number from one or
another, or all of these sects, under the unity of the
Green Banner. This in Turkish Asia; while from
Africa reports reach us of whole Negro tribes aban-
doning their hereditary fetich for the religion called
of Abraham; and, after all due allowance made for
distance and exaggeration, the current idea, that the
Libyan Peninsula will soon be, what its best portions
in North and East already are, a land of Islam, seems
by no means destitute of probability.

To sum up, Mahometan fervour has first been
thoroughly rekindled within the limits which its half-
extinguished ashes covered a hundred years ago ; and,
next, the increased heat has, by a natural law, ex-
tended over whatever lies nearest to but beyond the
former circumference.

Now all this should be borne in mind when we take
counsel on our Indo-Mahometan subjects; and we
should accustom ourselves to look on them, not as
an isolated clique, girt in by our power, our institu-
tion, and, if need be, our bayonets, but as part and
parcel of the great brotherhood that radiates, so to
speak, from Mecca, as from its centre, to the shores
beaten by the wild waves of the Atlantic on the West,
and to the coral-reefs of the Pacific on the East; from